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NEWSWEEK
30 December 1985

I
THE MAIL

Personnel Security

Your article “An Epidemic of Spies” (Na- ‘

TIONAL AFFAIRS, Dec. 9) might convey the
wrong impression of my views on measures
needed to strengthen personnel security. I
do not advocate that the government moni-
tor on an ongoing basis the private lives of
government employees, including their
bank accounts and tax records. My point is
that, since personal gain and not ideology
seems to be the principal motive for espio-
nage by Americans these days, persons in
sensitive positions should be asked to make
moreof their financial records available for
initial investigations and for periodic rein-
vestigations for security clearances. This
could make it more difficult for those com-
mittingespionagetohide unusual financial
transactions.
Patrick J. LEAHY
U.S. Senator from Vermont
Washington. D.C.
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